Cytotoxic chemotherapy in the home: a study of community nurses' attitudes and concerns.
Cytotoxic chemotherapy initiated in a hospital setting and continued in the home is an expanding service. The evolution of such a service received a boost with the publication of the NHS Cancer Plan (Department of Health (DH), 2000a) and the NHS Manual of Cancer Service Standards (DH, 2000b). The literature claims a range of benefits of such a service including enhanced standards of care and cost savings. Effective care depends on a number of key factors including assessment, management of risk and support, i.e. appropriate policies and the availability of adequate resources. This study among community nurses reveals a number of key findings including the incremental nature of the development of policy and practice, the general acceptance that changes in community practice are inevitable and welcome where the changes enhance the care of patients, and a level of concern about the availability of appropriate resources and structures necessary for safe and effective practice.